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Standard 13: Students Are Responsible to Fulfill the University’s On-Campus Residency 
Requirement 

Living on-campus is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for students to live in and be a part of a Benedictine student 
community as part of the university’s Education for Life student experience. University of Mary alumni often say that by 
living on campus, they had the opportunity to make lifelong friends, they enjoyed the informal conversations (at mealtime 
and late at night in the residence hall), and they became involved in a variety of campus activities. This is consistent with 
research at colleges and universities across the country that indicates on-campus students are significantly more likely 
than their off-campus peers to succeed academically, to be involved in campus activities, to graduate, and to feel positive 
about their college experience.  

For these reasons, the University of Mary (like most private and many public colleges and universities) has a policy 
requiring students to live on-campus. The University of Mary policy is as follows: 

 Upon enrollment at a University of Mary location that provides student housing, a traditional undergraduate student 
under the age of 21, is required to live on-campus for a minimum of five consecutive semesters (summer session may be 
included in the total) or until the semester after the student reaches his / her 21st birthday. Any exception to this policy 
must be approved in advance by the On-Campus Residency Committee. Approval is normally limited only to the following 
circumstances:  

1. For the entire period in question, the student will continue to live in the primary family home with his/ her parents or 
court-appointed legal guardian(s) and the street address of the home is no more than 60 miles from the University 
of Mary. 

2. If the student is a transfer student, he/she will receive a one-semester credit for each semester he/she was enrolled 
at his/her previous institution(s). 

3. The student is married. Students with plans to marry during the time they are required to live on campus will be 
required to live on-campus up to the date of the wedding.  

4. The student is the legal custodial parent or court appointed custodial guardian of a minor child or children. 
5. The student is registered with the Office of Student Accessibility Services with a documented disability and is able 

to provide appropriate documentation to verify the need for a reasonable accommodation in the student residence 
facility the university is not able to provide.  

Requests for approval to live off-campus from students bound by this policy must be submitted using the appropriate 
form (available from in the Student Development Office located in the Benedictine Center for Servant Leadership). The 
deadline to submit requests for approval to live off campus is 30 days prior to the first day of classes of the semester in 
question. The university reserves the right to consider each request on a case-by-case basis and require any 
documentation deemed necessary to verify the information submitted with the request. As part of the approval process, a 
legally recognized parent or court-appointed legal guardian must sign the request.  

The student is advised not to enter into any lease or rental agreement before the On-Campus Residency Committee  
makes its determination with regard to the student’s request. The determination made by the committee in all such 
matters is final without further right to appeal. 

The student who receives approval to live off campus must renew his/her approval by submitting a new request each 
semester. The renewal must be completed prior to the time the student registers for classes. If renewal is not complete, 
the student will be subject to a hold that will prevent the student from being able to register for classes. 

 
Violation Code Sanctioning Guidelines 

13.1 Any student required to live on campus who submits a request for approval to live off campus using false 
pretenses shall be subject to the following sanctions and penalties: 
 
a. The student’s request for approval to live off campus shall be denied, and the student shall forfeit 

his/her eligibility to submit any further requests for approval to live off campus. 

b. The student shall be subject to a Level 4 Student Conduct Status and be ineligible to participate in 
extra-curricular activities for a minimum of six weeks. 

13.2 Any student who obtains approval from the university to live off-campus under false pretenses and/ or whose 
living arrangements are discovered to be other than those approved by the university shall be subject to the 
following sanctions and penalties: 
 

a. The student’s approval to live off campus shall be immediately rescinded, and the student 
shall be immediately suspended from the university until such time as the student comes into 
full compliance with the university’s policy. 
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13.2 
continued 

b. The student shall be ineligible to submit any further requests for approval to live off campus. 

c. The student shall be responsible for room and board fees for each semester the student was 
out of compliance with the university’s policy (if the student was out of compliance for less 
than a semester, the amount the student will be responsible to pay will be determined by 
prorating the fees to the number of days the student was out of compliance). 

The violation shall be a minimum Level 4 violation and the student shall be ineligible to participate in extra-
curricular activities for a minimum of six weeks. 
 

 

Standard 14: Students are Responsible to Comply with Residence Life Policies  
The University of Mary Residence Life program is a co-curricular student development program that is an integral part 

of the university’s educational and religious mission. The purpose of the program is to facilitate development of character 
and leadership skills of residents while teaching the students about the balance between personal freedom and 
responsibility to community. This is accomplished by encouraging students placed in the program to take part in forming a 
residential community where personal behavior is consistent with Christian and Catholic moral principles, virtues, and the 
Benedictine values are encouraged through activities and policies.  

Single Sex Residence Halls  
Consistent with Church teaching and the university’s religious convictions, the university shall maintain separate 

residential facilities for men and women, and students shall be placed in residence halls according to the student’s 
anatomical sex. Information about what residence facilities have been designated for men and for women is available on 
the university’s website and upon request from the Student Development Office. The university is committed to identifying 
appropriate placements for students with special circumstances. For assistance in this regard, students should contact the 
director of residence life.  

The Expectation of Chastity 
 Consistent with Church teaching and the university’s religious convictions, all students are expected to practice the 

virtue of chastity according to their current status in life. Students who violate this policy are subject to student conduct 
action.  

The Expectation of Decency  
In popular culture today, lewd, offensive, profane and/or obscene language, materials, and images are common, and 

pornography is easily accessible. The Church teaches that these are harmful. Therefore, to uphold Church teaching and 
to care for the spiritual well-being of our students, the university has established a policy that expects students to practice 
decency. Under this policy, obscene, lewd, profane and offensive language, materials, and images (electronic and 
otherwise) as well as materials associated with occult practices are expressly prohibited and subject to removal. Items of 
occult practices are also expressly prohibited and subject to removal.  

The Expectation of Temperance 
 The Church teaches that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is harmful to self, to families, and to the larger community. 

Therefore, all students are expected to practice moderation and temperance through compliance with the university’s 
alcohol policy and its Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Program (Community Standard 8) as well as its policy regarding 
illegal drugs (Community Standard 9). 

Respect for Persons  
The Benedictine value of Respect for Persons is based on Scripture and Church teaching that every person is created 

by God in God’s own image and gifted by God with great dignity and worth. Further, each person is dearly loved by God 
and is therefore deserving of respect. Therefore, all University of Mary students are expected to treat one another and all 
persons with respect. Students who violate this policy are subject to student conduct action.  

The Residence Life Agreement  
When you are offered placement in the university’s Residence Life Program, you will be required to sign a legally 

binding Residence Life Agreement with the university before occupying your student residence. By signing the agreement, 
you agree to abide by the terms and conditions of the agreement, and you agree to comply with the Student Handbook. 

 You should be aware that the Residence Life Agreement creates a privilege for you to use the university’s on-campus 
residence facilities subject to the conditions of the agreement and according to university regulations. It is a license to 
participate in the Residence Life Program and is not a lease for housing between a landlord and a tenant.  


